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State Cuts 1980·81 Funds for Higher Education
The latest emergency cuts in the state
budget reflect a "dangerous continuing
trend toward underfunding higher education in Michigan," according to Grand
Valley President Arend D. Lubbers.
"It is troubling to note that public
higher education continues to suffer a
disproportionately large share of reductions during the state's continuing economic crisis, even though it is widely
recognized thaL quality public colleges
and universities are essential to Michigan's
economic recovery and future stability,"
Lubb,ers said.
Business, industry , and government
planners have emphasized that Michigan
must move quickly to diversify its economy by encouraging the development of
the kinds of high technology industries
which require large numbers of collegeeducated personnel, Lubbers pointed out.
"The current reduction is the fourth
major cut public higher education has
taken in three years," he said. "The
difficulties we !'ace are apparent when we
consider that she present cut is being
taken from an appropriation which,
despite sharply rising operating costs, was
already 4 percent lower than last year's
appropriation. So we're working now on
an allocation that is 93 percent of what
we received for the previous - already
lean -year, 1979-80.
"Even before these cuts, Michigan had
already fallen to a position among the
weakest states in the nation in terms of
tax support for higher education - a
marked contrast to the situation just
twenty years ago, when we were among
the strongest."
The latest reduction in the state's

Grand Val~ Forum

1980-81 appropriations to colleges and
universities decreases by about $373,700
the funding the state had planned to
allocate to Grand Valley . The cut - of
about 3 percent - comes just one day
before the state's 1980-81 fiscal year ends
on October 1. However, it affects Grand
Valley's 1981-82 fiscal year, which began
July 1.
"Fortunately for Grand Valley ," said
Lubbers, "in advance planning, we realistically anticipated that our actual appropriation would be far lower than the state
originally approved. Our conservative
budgeting, together with a stable enrollment, will enable us to handle the cut
without disruptive changes.
"However, the magnitude and timing
of the cut, three months into our spending in the current year, considerably
reduce our flexibility for dealing with any
further cuts that might occur. And we
have been informed that a further cut is

indeed likely later in the year, because of
the effect of proposed property tax relief.
Therefore , we must begin now to assess
our options for further economies.
"This trend toward shrinking · state
appropriations is yet another signal that,
just as private colleges have needed to
look to the public sector for support in
order to survive, public colleges must
look more actively to private sources to
supplement declining state assistance.
"At the ~me time," Lubbers emphasized, "it is important for our citizens to
realize that while higher education may
be a convenient target for cuts in the
short-term search for solutions to economic difficulty, the results are certain to
produce severe long-term problems. In a
state economy increasingly dependent
upon high technology, we simply cannot
afford the effects of continuing to assign
a low priority to the support and stability ·
of public higher education."

GLIAC Considers Move
To NCAA Division

m

Grand Valley President Arend D.
Lubbers has been named to a Great
Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
(GLIAC) committee studying possible
changes in the league to cope with budget
problems faced by institutions in the
conference.
Declinjng state appropriations have
prompted discussion among league members about the possibility of moving the
conference from its present NCAA
Division II status into Division III, in
which schools cannot offer athletic
scholarships.

Presidents of the GLIAC met September 23 in Ann Arbor to discuss that
proposal but reached no decision . At that
meeting Lubbers and · Northwood Institute Chancellor Thomas Brown were
named to a special committee to consider
alternatives and present a recommended
plan of action to the GLIAC presidents
on December 1.
"We're collecting data on athletic
budgets, aid programs and other pertinent factors," Lubbers said. "We plan to
meet this month to review the material
and begin formulating a plan that would
be acceptable to the league ."

ACROSS CAMPUS
COT TALKS ON CONTRACT REOPENER WILL GO TO MEDIATION

The Grand Valley Forum is published
every Monday by the Public Relations
Office. All materials should be sent to
Dotti Clune, editor, Public Relations
Office, 316 Manitou Hall , Grand Valley
State Colleges, Allendale , Michigan
49401. Telephone : 616 /895-6611 ,ext .
222.

Negotiators for Grand Valley and the
Clerical-Office-Technical
union
have
agreed to extend the current wage and
insurance sections of the 1979 collective
bargaining agreement, pending mediation
by the Michigan Employment Relations
Commission (MERC). The decision to go
to mediation was reached September 30.
The 1979 agreement between the
colleges and the clerical-technical union is

for three years with a wage-insurance
reopener in this the third year, according
to Scott Richardson assistant personnel
director.
"We have been bargaining diligently
and have made some progress but are
still far apart," Richardson said. The
mediation process is expected to begin
during the week of October 5.
(Co ntinued on paJte 2)

FACULTY SKETCHES .
,f

Philosophy professor Dewey Hoitenga
attended an international conference on
" Rationality ir.i the C.al-vinian Tr:adit,ion "
at the Institute for Christian Studies in
Toronto rece ntl y. Hoitenga presented.one
of th e opening papers on "Faitti and
Reason in Calvin 's View of Our Knowledge of God." Speakers and participants
attended from universities , ·in . Great
Britain, Neth~rlands, and South Africa ;
as well as in Canada and the United
States. The institute plans to publish the
conference papers.
Ursula Franklin, professor of foreign
languages in the College of Arts and
Sciences, has been invited to become a
member of the Editorial Advisory Board
of Mid-Hudson Language Studies, the
journal of the Mid-Hudson Modern
Language Association (Marist College,
Poughkeepsie, New York).
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Col)ege of j\rts and Sciences Geo.logy
Professor Tom Hendrix was "' the first
speaker for the Western Michigan Un1versity ·'geology department's 1981-82
seminar series. Hendrix addressed the
Kalamazoo group on September 21 on
"The Sandy Hollow Collision Structure,
Southwestern Montana: A Natural Scale
Model fo'r Compressional Fold and
Thrust Belt Tectonics."
James Lundy, College of Arts and
Sciences professor of psychology, is the
author of "Cerebral Hemisphere Specialization, Imagery, Creative Imagination,
and Sex Differentiation," an article
published recently in the Roeper Review.
Lundy recently completed the Masters
and Johnson postgraduate workshop on
human sexual dysfunction , held in St.
Louis, Missouri.

AC~ROSS CAMPUS

(Co 11li11w·d from pa!(e 1)

FACULTY-.CL:UB
rnSCUSSlON. THURSDAY

"Making Sense Out of the Current
Economic Situation" will be the subject
of a talk by John Bornhofen, associate
· professor in Seidman College of Business
and Administration, at the Faculty Club
Lunch Series, Thursday, October 8 .
Bornhofen will discuss the economic
situation that led to current Reagan
administration programs, how these programs are expected to work , and what's
likely to happen.
The event will be held in the Campus
Center, Rooms D, E and F, from 12 noon
until 1:30 p.m. Participants may bring
brown bag lunches or purchase meals
from the snack bar.
TREATMENT PLANT OPEN HOUSE

Calendar .of Events
Monday, October 5
11 a.m. & 3 p.m .: Geoflicks - " Erosion Leveling the Land" and "Sediments of
the Dee p Sea. "· Free. 118 Loutit Hall.
·
12-5 p.m .: Art Exhibit - Jim Kusmieski, "Works with Paper." Free. Campl,i
Center Art Gallery.
•·'
Tuesday, October 6

1-7 p.m. : Art Exhibit. See October 5 for details,.
Wednesday, October 7

,

12-1 p.m .: Fall Forum lecture - "The Mo".e Toward Private and Parochial Educa-,
tion.," with Ronald J. Cook , secretary ·for ei:lucation of the Roman Catholic·
Diocese of Grand Rapids. Room 154, Lake Superior Hall.
12-5 p.m .: Art Exhibit. See October 5 for details.
6: 30 p.m.: Volley ball - Saginaw Valley State vs. GVSC at West YMCA .
Thursday, October 8

12-1 :30 p.m.: Faculty Club Lunch Seri es - "Making Sense Out pf th_e Current
Econo!TJic Situation ," by John Bornhofen. Campus Center, Rooms i;:>, E and F.
12: 30 p.m. : Catholic Mass. Campus Center Conference Room.
1-7 p.m.: Art Exhibit. See October 5 for de tail s.
4-6 p.m.: Open house and demonstration - Allendal e Area Waste Water Treatment
Plan t. 40th Avenue , Allendale.
Friday, October 9

12-5 p.m. : Art Exhibit. See October 5 for details.
Saturday, October 10

11 a.m. : Cross Country - GVSC Invitational , Allendale.
12-5 p.m.: Facufty Club steak ·fry for members and non-members. For more information , call Walt Koch at ext. 132.
1:30 p.m .: F~otball - GVSC at Wayne State University , Detroit.
Sunday, October 11

10 :30 a.m. : Dialogue Worship . Kistl~r Pit. (Coffee at 10 a.m.)
6 :30 p.m .: Catholic Mass. Commons Snac){ Bar.
Monday, October 12
11 a.m. & 3 p.m .: Geoflicks -

" Volcano Surtsey" and " Days of Destruction,
Heimaey." Free. 118 Loutit Hall.
12-5 p.m. : Art Exhibit. See October 5 for details.
4- 8 p.m .: Synoptic Lecture - Discussion with filmmaker Leo Hurwitz. Showing of
" Dialogue with ·a Woman Departed," international award-winning film. Calder
Fine Arts Center. Sponsored by William James College.

Members of the Grand Valley com:
munity are invited lo attend an open
house and working demonstration of the
new Allendale Area Waste Waler Treatment . Plant. Th e event will be held
Tuesday , October 6, from 4-6 p·.m . .The
plant is located just off '10th Avenue,
north of M-45.
The superintendent of the plant ,
Steve Boss, is a Grand Valley graduate.

Jobs on Campus
COT
Clerical Aide - Records Office . Salary
range, C-1 , $3 .98-5.59/hr. To perform
· general clerical work. Must have knowledge of office procedures and equipment . One year of training and/or
experience required.
S ecre tary .:__ Two positions. WGVC-TV and
School of Nursing (part-time). Salary
range, C-2, $4.08-5 .69/hr. To perform
a variety of secretarial duties . Must
have good skills and a knowledge of
office procedures, systems and equipment . Two years of related experience/
training and ability to type 50 wpm
accurately required.
Clerical Assistant - Two positions. Media
Services, and School .of ,Equcation (on
campus). Salaryrange,C-3, $4.41-6.19'/
hr. To perform · a variety of office
duties requiring discretionary actions.
Must have ability to perform duties
which involve a significant portion of a
complete operating procedure. A minimum of two years of related experience or training.

EAP
Syst ems Manager - Computer Center.
For more information, call the Personnel
Office at ext. 215.

